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army from Now Mexico, and to dissolve the
Union, has not served to strengthen the « s of
affection which shouid have bound us together

But neither the President nor any other pereon
will charge the North with disloyalty to the
Union. Dot that portion of the eentence just

quoted, which refers to the'

its o -|||"_'-_-'1'|;'!-\-‘H' was intended to refer to those

politieal friends with whom | set

Sir, those compromises left us entirely free from
the support of slavery. By the passage of this
fugitive law, those eompromises huve been dis-
turbuod, snd th ple of the North involved iu
the degradation and gailt of sustaining slavery
and, sir, in the Lipgungs of the President, “they
nre ready to rebuke” those who have thus dis-
turbed the compromises—and they will rebuke
them, Our people, too, will resist by every con-
stitutional means the execution of that law

THhis practice of attempting to sanc'ify every
encrmity in legislation by referring to the ¥ Umon
of owr. fatkers” hag become very common AmMOng
n oertain class of ['..'ﬂitimun; but I did not expect
to mect with it in the Message of the President.
It does not comport with the dignity of sach a
paper. It ia almost as much out of place ns it
would be to appeal to the loyalty which our fa
thers anciently bore to the British crown. The
Union of our fathers was adopted ns the hest
means of preserving tho liberties, and promo
ting the happiness of the people. It was abandon-
ed for the same porpose.  Even onr Union with
Texas was framed for that avowed object. A ma-
jority of Congrees thought and believed that it
would inerease the wealth and the happiness of
the people. For the sime purpose we waged a
war with Mexico, and conguered another wast
territory, nnd brought snother State into the

Union. The Union now existing will be retained |

po long a8 the grent masa of the people shall re-
gard it g conducive to their interests and happi-
ness, Yet, whenever they shail be convineed that

it subaerves the eause of oppression, that it hus
become an instrumoent for degrading themselves,

another revolution will take place, and they will |

lay it aside, as our fathers did their union with

Englasd. They feel s the patriots of that day
felt, that * whenever aony form of Governmeut
shall fiil to sustsin the self.evident truth that alf |
mign mweve crealted ey aitl, il are entitled to the emjoy-
ment of life and liberry,” it is the right of the peo-
ple to lay it aside, and to “adopt & new form of
Government, hasing its aotion upen such princi-
ples as shall best promote their ioterests and hap-
piness”

Jut this ery of “danger to the Union® i he-
coming underatood by the people. * To save the
Union.” we annexed Texas; © to save the Union,
we paid her ten millions of dollars; “to save the
Union.” fifty thousaud square miles of territory
which had been conneerated to freedom by Mex- |
ico, and conquersd by our arms, were delivered
over to Tex s and to slwvery; ¥ tosave the Union,” |
the peeple of the free States have been compelled |
to breome slave eqtohers: snd we are now told
thas, *“ to gave the Union” this infamous law must

D kept in foroe; “ to save the Unioe” wo st |
drive the fimishing, weary, fugitive from our |
doora, or geizn him and send him back to his pris- |
on house of bondage.  Sir. it has come to this: the |
ory of “dangerio the Vnion” s now rrasrted to

for the purpose of justifying every outrage npon |

the people of the North, which the Sluve Power
demands, Under this ery, meetings are called in
your commercial cities, and resolutions adopted to
 suppiress aguotion omong the people™  And the
Seoretury of State, and distinguished Senators,

write lottera® to sove the Uwon” Dinnersare eaten, |

and wine drunk, and specchies made,  ro save the
Union.”  For the same purpose, the Searetary of
State votes against the enndidate of his own par-
ty, and n distingnished Senator from n Western
State threatens to leave the Whigs, with whom
he has acted from early life,

Sir, this claose of the Message has reference to

that new party which is already in process of for- |

mation, and which is to be based upon the doe-
trines of this Message—upon the policy of eon-
tinuing in foree this Fugitive Law—the laws that
pustain the slave trade upon our Southern const,
and in this District—and of opposing all efforts
to exelude glavery from one Territories gnd from
the District of Colnmbia.  In short, sir, this new
party is to oppose all attempts to separate the peo-
ple of the free States and this Government from
the support of thut institution.

1, sir, rejoiee at the prospeet of seeing every
ublie man, and every elector of the nation, take
ia position cither for Freedom or for Slavery.

The President has come out boldly and manfully
on the side of oppression, in favor of compelling
the people of the North to hecome the ¢ ltl'L

Southern slaves. e ealla on hia friends to tike
position with him. “They will do so
goon huve but two political parties. One will con-
tend for the emancipation of the free Stites and
this Government from the contro! of the Slave
Power ; to restore vitality to the Constitution; to
give that inatrument effect ; to maintain the rights
of 4l the States under it ; to secure nll men under
our exelusive jorisdietion in the enjayment of life,
liberty, aned happiness.  With Mr. Morris, anid
those who nssigted in framing the Constitution,
that party “ aever will concur in upholiling domestie
slavery”  With Mr. Gerry, “ while they hnve
nothing to do with it in the States, they will fond

ao senction to ¢ With Mr, Shermuu, they * can
aer 00 MOTE Propisty in ez and surrendvring w
Sugitirs xlieve than a horse n

With these framers of the Constitution the
porty of 'reedom will stand.  These prineiples
they will maintain and oarry out; they will sepa-
rute and purify themeelves from the sin and tho
ghame of Sluvery ; they will redeem this Govern-
ment from itg support: they will lenve it within
the States where it exigte. The jodgment and
conscience of the people are with us; they know
our doctrines to be correct.  The populur heart
beats for freedom. Purty projudices nre giviog
wiy. Truth is doing its legitimate work A mreat
politieal revolution is goivg forward.  No parti-
san influence can stay its progrese.  The history
of the Inst few months aud years must bear to
every reflecting mind a consciousness that the
principles of justice, of righteousness, of humani-
ty, must triamph, The moral sentiment of the
nation demnnds the repenl of those acts of Con-
gress which suthoriz: and enjoin the commission
of erimen.  They wall e repealeid, and the Clovern-
ment will be redeemed from its present position ;
and its lnws and influence will be exerted for the
benefit, for the clevation of man.

WILLIAM L. CHAPLIN,

Tur Exn or rue Cusrean Casg—Mr. Chaplin
was, on Thursday, liberated from the jail of
Montgomery county, 510000 bail having been
entered for his appearance at Howard District
eourt, Bail to the amount of =0 000 had been
given in this District. e passed through Balti.
more on Thursday on his return home.—Repuddic,

Usiten Svares Sexarow veow Frowiva.—The
Ionse of Representatives ngre ed, o few duys ago,
to go into an election for United States Senator,
vioe Mr. Yvure, whese term expires on the dth
of March next; hat the S'ate Senate, on the S9th
jnstant, refused to meet in joint Assembly for that
purpode, by n vote of 14 to 5. T'he Demoerats
have u majority in both Houses of one, muking
two on joint ballot; but it seems there is little
unsnimity smong them.

MIETH CYROLIND,

The Legislature of South Cuaroling, after a
great deal of difliculty, hns ot last ndopted the

recommendation of the Nashville Couvention, in |

regard to a Scuthern Congress.  Tv has pasped n

bill for the election of Delegates to n Southern |
Congress, to be held in Montgomery, Alabama, |

January 2, 1552, The Nutional Datelligeneer sy,
“ Aveording to our understanding of the net,

however, the other States nssenting to the Con- |

gress may appoint another time and place of meet-
ing. The Governor of Sonth Caroling is dircoted

to communioate a copy of the act to the nuthorities |

of each of the other slaveholding States, sud wrge
upon then, in sneh manner a4 he may doem best,
to send duly commissioned Delegatos to the wiid
Congress. South Carolins is to have vighteen
Delegates, four of whom sre to bo eleoted by the
Logisluture, snd two by the votes of ench Con-
gressions distriot, on the second Monday in Oo-
toher next.  These Delegates are to be duly com-
missioned by the Governor, and to meet in Con-

gress such Dielegates as may be nppointed by other
glaveholling States, nnd join them in devising
such measnres a8 in their opinien may be adequate
to obtain the objents proposed by the Nashville
Convention, ‘and in reporting such messures to

the slaveholding Sintes s, when ngreed to and
fully confirmed by thew, or wuy of them, will ef-
fwgu‘i[’ ||rovillr for the sume ;' that is to sy, in
the words of the Nashville Convention, ‘with the

view and intention of arresting further nggres. |
sions, and, if Nﬂi“a of restoring the constitn. |

tionnl rights of the South; and, if not, 10 pecom-
mend some provision for their future safety and
jndependence.

 The State Convention is ordered to nssembla
at Columbis, for the purpose, in the first place, of
taking into consideration the proceedingsnnd roo.
ommendstions of the Congress of the slivehold.
ing States, if the same shull meet and be held, and
for the further purpose of taking into cousidera
tion the genersl welfare of the State of South Cur-
oling, in view of her relations to the Laws and
Government of the United States, and to take
care that ehe ‘shall suffer no detriment! The
Delegates composing this Convention are to cor-
respond in number with the whole of the Mem-
bers of the State Legialature, and to be elected by
the le on the second Monday in Fobmm
pext. No time s fixed for the meeting of

attempts to distarb |

We shull |

Convention. 1t is made the daty of the Goveroor
of the State to call it together whenever, at any
period before the next gession of the Legislature,
‘the copjuncture of a Southern Congress, con-
templated in the purpoase of thia act, shall hive
happened’ Bat, if the Convention be not #o as-

ture is to fix the time of meeting”
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Gk EXCHANGEN.

With this number we begin the tark of cutling
lown our exchange list, an operation forced upon
us by its excess  Of course, we ehall not feel jus-
tified in striking from our list any paper that has
published ocur Prospeotus, and called attention

MRS. SOUTHWORTH'S STORY.

Much to our regret, Mra Southworth, after
the issue of our last number, wus seized with a
sudden and painful affliction of the eyes, which
s totally disqualified her for completing in this
wumaber the last chapterof her story, Thisevent
throws fts termination into our next volume,
which we regret the more, as, without this ex-
planation, some might infer that it was our de-
sign to foroe those interested in realing it to re
new their subscriptions,

To nceammodn e subseribers, who do not intend
to renew, but would like to sve the copclusion of
the story, we shall try ta supply them, (if they
will signify to us their desire, post puid.) by
| sending to them without eharge the number that
| wball contuin the lust chapter. This wa shall da,
[ not because we like the ides of losing uny sub-
seribers, but because we cannot bear that any one
should wuspeot us of trickery.

“NY SUMMER \'.'l'ﬂ? DR, SINGLETARY."

By the Anthor of Murgart Emul’s Duary.

This is the title of a series that will run
through ten or fifteen numbers of the Era, begin-
| ning with the first number of the new volume.

| Everybody who read Margaret Smith's Diary in

our paper, will be eager to read this new volume
by a favorite author.

In addition to this, we have on hand & series of
sketches by Martha Russell, and another by
Mary Irving, with which we are sure our readers
will he greatly delighted.

A STORY OF THE MEXICAN WAR,
£y Gowve Grmnwnod, will grassthe uess nuaber
of pur paper. We cin commend it to all our
| pouders, without exce: tion, even to the friend
| in New llunmpshire, who lately objected so
| strenuously to Fiotion. He will find in this
story u good deal more truth than fiction.

. ey

| Mus. M. B Stows has gomething on our first
| page this week, for Christmas, She is always
thrica welcome to our columns,

| INDEX,

The index which we publish on our dth page
| has been proparved with great eare, It is a8 nm-
| ple and neourate as could be desired,

| et
RENEWALS,

Ouar friends have been renewing admirably,
hut some still linger.  Let them remember that
this i the last number of the voiume, and make
haste, bringing a8 many new ones with them as
they can. W cannot refrain from sagiin express-
ing vur pleasure at the cordial responses of our
readers to our circulars,

e of | o LAW OF VER unf‘r PROVIDING FOR THE

WRIT OF HABEAS CORPUS,

We published in our lust number, without eom-

THE NATIONAL ERga

Washiogton press has raised such an ou

to eccure, in the langusge of Mr. Pinckney of
South Caroling, the © most ample and expeditious
uso of the hcbers corpus —a privilege which the
Southern members of the Convention of 1757

this respect to the Fugitive act of the last ses-
sion of Congress, the inference is, not that the
Legislature of Vermont is guilty of nullification,

bat that Congress is the nullifier. £ that act vio- | does this pywer belong to the

late the privilege of the writ of holws rorpus,
it i=, 0 far, null and void, and the Vermont law,
which provides for the effectual exeontion of the
writ, is valid, beeanse constitutional, 1f the net
do not violate the haleas corpus, then the Ver-
mont law, o far a8 it secures the privilege, is
not repugnant thereto. In the former case, the
outcry should be directed against the act of Con-
gress © in the latter, there is no ground for any
clamor at all.

That our readers may fully understand the
Inw of Vermont, we shall again publish it, inter-
posing such comments as may #ecm neccssary

I is heoehy enacted by the General Assembly of the
State of Vermont, as follors :

+ See. 1. The same power is hereby given to, and

| the wame dutiea imposed upon, the cireuit jodges
of the several judicial eircuits of this State, which
are given to, and imposed upon, the judges of the
| Supreme Court, by the provisions of chapter
| thirty-eight of the Revised Statutes, entitled * Of
| Habeas Corpus

 See. 2 |tshall be the duty of State’s attorneys,
within their respective counties, whenever any
inhabitant of this State is arrested or claimed as
a fugitive slave, on being informed thereof, dili.
gently and faithfully to use all lawful means to
protect, defend, nnr{ procure to he discharged,
every such person so arrested or claimed as o fu-
gitive slave.”

The second section presumes that every inhab-
itant of Vermont is a free person. This is the
presumption of law in relation to cvery inhabit-
ant of u free State—inasmuch asits Fundamental
Law prohibits slavery. Now, the first duty of a
State is to protect its inbabitants. Ifa person in
Vermont be arrested as a slave, the presumption
is against his elaimant, and on him rests the onus
of proving the person seized to be n slave, If ever
& case demanded the “ most expeditious and am-
ple” enjoyment of the privilege of the haleas cor-
puis, it is such a case—and Vermont, in making it
the duty of her State’s attorneys to interpose in
behalf of the person arrested, manifests a proper
regard for the liberties of her citizene sud no dis-
regard of the constitutional rights of her sister
States.

“See. 3. Theapplicagion of any State’s attorngy,

sembled by the Governor, then the next Legisla- | sought to make “inviolate?” Such is the fact; |
and 50 far a8 the law embraces this object, it can- | provislon for the excention, Wi
pot be uoconstitutionsl. If it bhe repugnant in| the clause relerred to.

| in writing to any one or the julges of the Sa-|

preme Court, or to any circuit judge, signed by
snid State’s attorney in his official eapaeity, stating
in substunce the nama of the prisoner and the
| persons detainivg him, if known, and thut the
person arrested, elaimed, or imprisoned, is arrest-
ed, elaimed, or imprisoned ns o fugitive slave,
shall be suflicient authority to authorize the jssu-
ing of the writ of Aalwas corpws, a8 provided in

and suid writ may be signed by any one of suid
judges, or the clerk of the supreme or county
eourt ; and said writ shall he mads returnable
to the supreme or county court, when in session,
in the county where such application is made;
and in vacation said writ may be made returnable
forthwith, before either of the judges aforesaid.

“Seo. 4 It shall be the daty of all judicial and
executive officers in this State, in their respective
connties, who shall know or have good resson to
believe that any inhabitant of this State is about
to he arrested or elaimed as a fugitive slave, forth-
with to give notice thereof to the State's attorney
of the county in which such person resiles”

“The 5 section defines the ground on which the
writ shall be issued, the tribunals that shall issue
it, nnd the tribunals before which it shall be re-
turnable; and the Ith section manifests the same
regard for the liberties of the People ns the
second. The following seotions provide for the
right of appeal and of trinl by jury

“Sag 5 Whenever the writ of halioas corpus is
granted in vacation, as provided in this act, or as
provided by existing laws, if upon the hearing of

ment, n law passed Ly the Legislature of Ver-
mont, at its lute session, providing for the more
effectual evjoyment of the writ of habeas corpus.
It has been stigmatized hy our cotemporaries of
| the Press in Washington, as an act of nullifiea-
tion. Southern journals comment upon it indig-
nantly, nssuming that its design is to violate the
provision of the Federal Conatitution in relation
to fugitives from service or lubor; and wmany
Northern Whig and Democratic papers either
denounee it or speak contemptuously of its nu-
thors.
The Pro-Slavery Party i3 always clamorons,
We look in vain to the enlumns of its presses, or
gpecches of it lenders, fur candor of exposition,
exactitude of statement or closeness of nrgument,
It is ensy to brand any action adverse to the pre-
tensi ma of Slivery, a8 unconstitutional, disor-
ganizing, nullifying. Vo man, however esti-
mahle his charueter or public services, il he ven-
ture to ehallenge its eluims, or speak freely of its
evils, can expect to eseape denunciation.  No aet,
however sound in principle, or peremptorily re-
quired for the preservation of vital interests, if it
he unfivorahle to ite growth or extension, is saf-
fored to pass without an attempt to make it ap-
pear an offence agninst the Constitution and the
Union, ns if’ Slavery were the model lnstitution
of the country, nnd all things were to be regarded
as good or evil, just as they favored or dis-
cournged its intervsts,
We have looked at the Vermont act again nod
agnin ; the terrible clamor got up ageinst it mak-
ing us fenrful lest there might be some nullifica-
tion in it; but we confess ocur inability to see
much wmore in it than o firm, disereet attempt on
the part of a Sovereign State to sccure to all its
inhabitanuts the benefits of the Aabeas corpui—a
writ which the Federal Constitution declares,
shull not be guspended, The language of the
Conpstitution is an followa:
“The writ of habeas corpus shall not be sue-
pended, unless when, in cuse of rebellion or in-
vasion, the publie safety may require it
It is worthy of remark, that many of the most
importunt guaranties of rights contained in the
Constitution were suggested in the Convention of
| 1757, by members from the South, who were con-

siantly secking to provide safeguards against the
| abuses of power. The provision against the sns-
pension of the writ of haleas corpus was of South-
ern origin. August 20, in Convention, Mr. Pinek-
ney of South Carolina subimitted a series of prop-
ositions, which were referred to the Committee
of Detail—nmong them, the fullowing

e privilege nud benetit of the weit of halvas
Femrpos shadl be cnjoyed in this Government, in
| the most expeditious und nople manner, and shall
pot be suspendod by the Legislature, except upon
the most urgent and presging occssions, and for
n limitod time, not exceeding months”
August “Sth, the report of the Committee was

| renderad. nnd Mr. Pinckney, urging the propri-
| ety of seouring the bhonefit of the habeas corpus in
| the most amplo mepner, moved, that it should not

be sespended but on the most urgent occasions,
| and then ouly for a limited time, not excecding

twelve mouths,
| “Mr Rutledge of Sonth Carolinn was for de-
olarig the habeas corpus inviolate. e did vot
conceive that a suspension could ever be neces-
| sary, at the same time, through all the States,

“ Mr Gouverneur Morris of Pennsylvaniamov-
ed that the privilege of the weit of hebas corpus

| ghall not be suspended, unless when, in cases of
| rebellion or invasion, the public safety may re-
| quire it,

“ Mr. Wilson of Pennsylvania doubted wheth-
| erin any oisea suspension could be necessary,
as the discretion now exista with judges, in most
fmportant cases, to keop in gaol or admit to bail,
| “The first part of Mr. Gouvernenr Morris's
motion, to the word funless, was agreed to mem,
| con. On the remaining part—New Hampshire,
| Massachuuetts, Conneetieut, Pennsylvania, Dela-
ware, Muryland, Virginis, ayos—7; North Car-

olina, South Caralina, Georgia, nays—3."

The three extremo Southern States, it will be
obzerved, opposed any qualifieation at all, fearful
of intrusting Congress with power to suspend the
writ in any contingency.

Would it bo believed that the main object of
the recent law of Vermont, aguinst which the

said chapter thirty-eight of the Revised Statutes, |

]

the same before any one of the judges aforesaid,
the person imprisoncd, arrested, or claimed a8 o
fugitive stave, shall not he dinebnr‘rd, such per-
won shall he entitled to an appeal to the next
stated term of the county court in the county
where such bearing was had, on farnishing such
bail, and within such time, as the judge granting
the writ, on hearing the case, shall adjudge to be
reasonnble and proper.

“Seo 6. The conrt to which such appeal is taken,
anl any other eonrt to which o writ of hobes
corps in b half of any sueh person claimed or
arrested o8 a fugitive slave, is made returnalle,
may and shall, on spplieation of vither party to
such proceeding, allow and direct a triil by jury.
an nlr questions of fact in issue between the
| parties, in the matter nforesaid, nnd the taxahle
costs of guch trinl shall he chargeable to the State,
whenever the same would be otherwise chargeahle
to the person arrested or claimed aa a fugitive
aluve.

#Sen. 7. The soveral eirenit judges shall have
the same power now invested in the judges of the
Supreme Courf, by virtue of an act in amendment
of chupter one hundred and three of the Reviacd
[ Stuutes, relating to persons confined in olose jatl,
on oxeeutions of tort, approved November 1%,
A D ISIS.

“Nog, 8. This nct shall take effect from ita pas-
#age.

“ Approved : November 153, 1550.7

No attempt is here made to nullify the clause
of the Constitution in relation to fagitives from
service or lnbor; the obligation imposed by it is
not denied, hut impliedly affirmed, inasmuch a$
the lnw provides for fulfilling it.

Two questions here arise: Hns a State the
right to preseribe the process, to determine the
made, by which the constitutional provision re-
specting fugitives shall bo earried out within her
houndaries ? and if she has, does she violute this
provision by preseribing trial by jury in all
oase arising under it ?

Lot us answer the last question firat. The sec-
tions quoted do not discharge a fugitive slave from
service or labor, but secure to inhubitants of Ver-
mont, claimed ag fugitives, the right of trial by
jury. The question to be tried is a question of
fret,  The claimant declares that the persen ar-
rested was held to service or labor, under the laws
of snother State, from which he eacaped into Ver-
mont. The person arrested denies this, and as-
serts that he never was held to service under the
TInws of another State; or, if he was, that he never
eseaped from it into Vermont. A jury of twelve
men in Vermont who should take oath to render
n verdict in nccordance with the facts, it is not to
be supposed, would perjare itself. A State mus!
Judge foritself what process ia best adapted to such
caser, most in harmony with its own institutions:
and there is nothing in the language of the consti-
tutiona! provision relating to fugitives, from which
it ean be inferred that claims arising under it
may not properly be tried by jury. If this mode
of trial in such eases be unconstitutional, or o
violation of the rights of slave-owners, then Mr.
Webster, now enjoying so much of their confi-
dence, was guilty, a few montha sinee, when he
introdaced his bill providing that claims for
fugitives  shoull be tried by jury, of pro.
posing a violation of the Constitution and of the
rights of slaveholders. What he proposed that
Congrees should o, the Legislature of Vermont
has done. If there be nnything unconstitutional
about the not, it is not therefore in the form of
trial provided, but in the assumption of the State
to pravide any mode ot all for trying such cases.
T'his brings us to the first question—has a State
the right to presoribe the process by which the
constitutional provision respecting fagitives from
service shall he carried out within its horders !

It has always seemed to us that this provision
was in the nature of a treaty stipulation be-
tween the States, an'd not of a grant of power to
Congress, Certainly no power is conferred, in
terms, or by fair implication, upon Congress, to
pass laws in exeoution of the clause. Whatever
obligation is imposed, is imposed directly upon
the States, and the plain reading of the clause
would lead any fuir mind, not familiar with the
potiof of Congress, or the decisions of the Su.

Court, to infer, that upon the States was
devolved the duty of providing process for carry.
ing out the stipulation therein contained. This
was the opinion of Chief Justice Shaw of Massa-

and many eminent jurists, until the fa-

chusetts,
mous decislon of the Supreme Court in the Prigg

case; and presume they still entertain the
same opinion|though scquicscent in that decision. |

me,u Sovereign State, bound to Int.cr-;
pret for herglf her duties under the Constitu- |
tion, declinedsuch acquiescence, snd assumes that |
it belongs 14 her to make necessary and suitable
ithin her limits, of

The whole guestion of the
constitutionality of this part of her law resolves
itself, therefore, into this: 11n% Congressthe power
to legislate to give effect to the Fagitive clause, or
States? If the for-
mer has the power, the law of Vermont, 60 far as
it preseribey the process of trying Fugitive cases,
is uncomstitational ; if the lutter have the power,
the law is constitutiopal. Here as in other cases
of an appirent conflict of j urisdictions, we lean to
the side of State Sovereigaty. We believe it be-
longs to the States and not to Covgress, to deter-
mine the mode by which the stipulation in regard
to fugitives from labor should be fulfilled ; and in
this belief we nre confirmed by the legislation of
at least one Slaveholding State; we mean Ken.

tueky. e
It is conetantly insisted that the provisions of the

Constitution, respecting the surrender of fugitives
from justice nnd fugitives from labor, are couched
in similar terms. Copgress bas assumed to le.
gislate to give hoth provisions elfect, and certainly.
if it has s right to legislate in one case, it hns in
the other. But the Legislature of Kentucky, s
far a8 respects the extradition of persons claimed
a4 fugitives from justios, has claimed and exer-
cised the right to prescribe the mode of carrying
out the provision, and even to prevent irs heing
fulfilled in certain cases.

We aall attention to this law, because, if it be
constitational, that of Vermont is constitutional ;
and if the law of Vermont is nullifisation, that
of Kentneky is nullifieation.

[We intended to publish this law, but not heing
able to lay our hands upon it just now, we must
wait till next week |

“NON-INTERCOURSE.
Housi or Comsoxns, Decewnes 10, 1550
The Slavery Question.

Mr. Saunders of Wake, on leave, from the joint
seleot committee on the subject of slavery, pre-
sented the following preamble and resolutions as
a report from the majority of said committec.

Whereas the people of North Carclina have
ever cherishid a lively and cordial attachment to
the Union of the States, and entertain the most
sinoere dasire for its preservation; and whilst,

| fn the opinion of this G intral Assemhly, thesinwe.

holding States have suffered great wrong hy some
of the measures enacted ut the last session of Con-
grrpaa called the compromise aots, yet, ns 'la*’!!"
mEASUTES TAYe Brewan Ll _owe K lek Ol SR
the duty of the South to sequirses ko long ns they
shall be aduered to and enforced in good faith,
and 80 lopg as Congress shall abstain from the
adoption of any other measure touching the in-
stitution of slavery calenlsted either to endanger
its security or to Jestroy the guarantees of the
Constitation: Be it therefore

1. Resaived, That the Fugitive Slave act passed
by Congraes at its last session is in strict confor-
mity with the provisions and requirements of the
Constitu:ion of the United States, and, if carried
into exesution in good fairth, is ealeulated to give
securily to slave property ; and any failure on the
part of he Federal Execative to enforce, or any
attempt on the part of the judicial authorities of
the free States to obstruct its execution, would
not only constitute just eause of complaint on the
part of the South, but would be such a gross de-
reliction of duty as could not fail to weaken
those ties which bimd together the States of the
[Tnion

4. Kesolvwdd, That the sbolition of slavery in
the Distriet of Columbin—the interdiction of the
slave trade between the States—the refusal to
admit any new State into the Uunion becanss of
itu recoguition of the institution of slavery—the
total repenl of the Fugitive Slave act, or its modi-
fication so as essentinlly to impair its force and
efficiency —would, in the opinion of this General
Assembly, amount to such a clear, deliberate, und
palpable brench of good faith and fagrant abuse
of power aa to demanid of the Freemen of North
Carolina the most determined resistance, and

justify them in uniting with the other slavehold.
ing States to uphold and maintain their just and
violated rights.

4. Resofved, ‘That whenever all or any one of
the ncts wentioned in the foregoing resolutions
whall have been ed by the Congress of the
United Statee, the Governor of thia State he, and
he is heveby, requested to convene the General
Assernbly at such time ag In his wisdom shall seem
fit, in order to take into consideration the solemn
duties which we owe to oursclves s [reemen,
and of our then existing relations with the Fede-
ral Goverament.

Aul whereas it would be both proper und ex-
prdient to restrietall trading intercourse with the
non-sluveholding States so long as there shall ex-

it o well-gr Appr lon either as to the
repedl of the Fugitive Slave act or its non-execu-
tion, snd na there now exist just grounds for such
apprebension : Be it therefore

Recolved, That is expedient to impose sn ad
talore i tax upon all articles of merchandise of the
grow' b, manufacture, or product of non-slavehold-
ine Stutes, which shall brought into nud he
offered for sale within this State, from and nfter
the first duy of August mext: Provided, however,
the Giovepnor shall be authorized and required,
by and with the ndvios of tha Council of State, to
suspend the execution of such law until the meet-
ing of the next Gieneral Assembly, if it shallautis-
factorily appear that the Fugitive Slave act hath
been fuithfully execated.

The foregoing resolutions, on motion of Mr.
Saunders, woere ordered to be printed, and refered
to the Committeeof the Whole House, and made
the order of the day for Monday next.”

We suppose this is to be regarded as another
effort.to produce “Pence and Harmony” The
resolutions of course do not truly represent the
gentiments of the great majority of the People of
North Carolina, but, 50 long as they suffer de-
signing politicians to represcut them, they must

be held responsible,

This dootrine of Nou-lutercourse hns become
quite fashiounble of late in some of the slavehold-
ing States, and their citizens talk of resorting (o
it, just ns confidently as if the most unrestricted
trade were not vital to the interests of the South.

The poliey is presented in two forms. Mr.
Sannders, it will be ohserved, proposes to establish
a system of imposts directly upon articles, the
growth or proluce of the non-slaveholding States,
imported into North Carolina. Others propose
that every merchant, pedler, fuctor, and trader,
in the State, shall pay o tax of ten per cent. ad
valorem on ull goods in his possession, unless he
shall state on oath that they are in part the
growth or manuficture of a slave State ; and that
if, within three years from the passage of such an
act, all the slaveholding States shall not have pass-
od o sliilar luw, then the exemption from tax be
held to extend to the productions of those States
only WHICH Bave sdopted similar laws.

Wo are bowzd, of course, to belleye that ounr
slaveholding friends nnderstand the Constitution.
They have studied the resolutions of 0%, nnd
gince then have enjoyed the benefits of Baltimore,
Nushville, and Milledgeville platforms. With
great deference, we venture to suggest, that per-
haps the poliey of Non-Intercourse is neither con-
stitutional nor expedient.

If weare not mistaken, one of the radical de-
fects of the Artidles of Confederation was, the
abgence of power in Congrees to regulste com-
meree with Fonr Nutions or among the States.
Each State framed such commereial regulutions
as it chose, not unfrequently oppressing the com-
merce of & sister State, by discriminating duties
upon its imports; snd henoe sprang up & retalia.
tory system of duties, injurious to the interests of
all. One ohject of the Convention of 1757 wis,
to procure a transfer of the power over commeres
from the States separately to the United States,
and this object was accomplished when the Con.
vention agreed o the following olnuse of section
eight of the Constitution, containing a full grant
of power to Congress :

% The Congress shall have poreer to lay and eollect
tares, duties, imposts, and rrcuses, to pay the debts
snd provide for the common defence nud general

walfure of the United States; bur oll duries, im-
posts, and exeives, be_uniform throughout the

United States?
Also clause thipd of the samo section, which
oonfers on C the power—

“To with Foreign Nations
il mm veral States, and w{:h the lo-
dian tribes”

Had there beea no other provision in the Con-

stitution, no opewould doubt that the power of
Congress over exteroal and inter-State oom-

merce, conferred by these provisiona, was com~

WASHINGTON, D. C., DECEMBER 26, 1850.

plete—for ecobrdinate jurisdiction between the
States and the Fedoral Government over the same
subject, would have resulted in a conflict that

would have defeated the purposes of the grant | .\ ounces that, at the eud of its present half
made to Congress. Dut, to guar] ngainst all mis- volume, it will be published entirely on the Cash

conception, section tenth of the first article posi- |
tively prohibited the States from exercising any |
poWer OVer commerce, excdpt such ns was neces- |
gary to the execution of their inspection luws |
U No Siate shall, wIlhndut i1he consent t:ro:-.::‘
lay apy imposts or duties on impor .|
g:::: zfcapty whsl:t may he nboo!.ut:-l; neosssAry |
for executing its inspeetion laws; and the nett |
produee of nll duties and imposts laid by any |
State on imports or exports shall he for the use |
of the Treasury of the United States; and all |
such laws shall be subject to the revision of Con- |
n
Mpr. Saunders’s resclution proposes to lay an
impost tax upon articles brought into the State of

North Carolioa from the non-slaveholding States. |
The proposition is directly repugnant to each of |

the three clauses we have quoted from the Con-
stitation,

The first declares, that ©all duties, imposts, I

and excises, shall be uuiform throughout the
United States;” and, according to the decision
of the Supreme Court in the case of the Passenger |
Tax of New York and Massachusctis, rendered
March, 1549, “the constitutional uniformity here
enjoined is as real and obligatory upon the States,
in the absencs of all legislation by Congress, as if the
wniformity had been mads by the regulation of Con-
gress”

The proposition of Mr. Saunders is to violate |
this constitutional uniformity, by discriminating I
taxes against the productions of the non-slave- |

holding States.

The second clause confers upon Congress the
power “ to regulate commerce with Foreign Na-
tions. nod among the Several States, and with the
Indian tribes” Mr. Suunders’ propeeition claims
for the North Carclina Legisluture the power to
regulate commerce between that State and the
other States. A claim for the Legislature of
power to regulite the commerce of that State
with Great Britain, by laying prohibitory duties
upon its imports, would be just as constitutional
and decent.

The third clause probibits a State from laying |

imposts or duties on imports or exports, except

what may be absolutely necessary for the excou- |

tion of its inspection laws. Mr. Saunders' prop-
oaition is to lay duties on the imports of the non-
sluveholding States, for the purpose of inflicting
ponishment upon thew for the «= palasery move-
ments of some of their citizens. i
W e repeat, that were it not for our profound

! mooppat ©=1ba indrmant of, septlemen who have

studied the resolutions of 'S and the platforms of
Baltimore, Nashville, and Milledgeville, we
should he tempted to pronounce the proposition
of Mr. Saunders and all similur propositions, |
come from what quarter they may, grossly un-
constitutional in intent, s, if adopted, they would
be impotent in effect. It is worthy of remark,
that the editor of the Usion, who cannot get over
his indignation at the law of Vermont for secariog
the benefit of the habeas corpus to all her inhabit-
ants, deeming it a moat atrocious act of nullifica-
tion, has not yet uttered a note of dissent from
any of the flagrantly unconstitutionsl schemes
just noticed.

As to the project of taxing the goods of mer-
chants and traders 10 per cent. ad valovem, unless
they shall state on oath that they are in part the
growth or manufacture of a slave State, it is al-
most too trifling for scrious comment. Carry it
into effect, if indeed this be possible, and the peo-
ple of North Carolina will b2 the priucipal suffer-
era. Restrictions on commerce are apt to react
with fatal force upon the ioterests of those who
impose them. How it would promote the welfure
of the State of North Carolins, to break down
some of her merchants, and make the people pay
more for articles of consnmption than their
brethren in other States, perhiaps fhe disciples of
Mr. Calhoun may expliin—for we take it for
granted that their metaphysics are equal to any
impossibility.

Buat, suppess a lew to carry into offect this
projeet be passed, anlsuppose the pedlers, and
merchants and traders, unable to evade its provi-
sions, and suppose Lthe people ghonld be so tume
us to submit to such oppressive taxation cui bono
what would be gained by it? Itis not the classes
of wholesila merchants and manufacturers and
pedlers in the non-slaveholding States who agi-
tate the question of slavery. They might suffer
somewhnt from the suiridal taxes of North Caro-
lina, nnd feel patriotieally indignant at the anti-
slavery people for ocensioning any interference
with their eraft.  But how could they help them-
selves? It is not in the power of gold to exorcise
the good spirit. The merchants and manuficturers
and pedlers, o far from couverting anti-slavery
men from their © finatienl ” ways, would soon be-
gin to feel quite fanatical themselves, and learn
to hate an institation that, like & blind Cyelops,
dealt its inenue blows alike at friends and foes.

Auother consequence of such a policy would re-
sult sooner or later. The actusl slaveholders in
North Carolina constitute but a small proportion
of the entire white population. So, it might come
to pass, that s the non-slaveholders saw their
trade decreasing, and themselves burdened with
o kind of war tax in time of peace, they might
begin to inquire whether a system in which they
had no direct interest, had any right to makesach
exactions of them, nnd compel them to pay the
oost of its vengeanes against other States.  Such
inquiries could lead to but one conclusion—that
slavery was costing them a great deal more than
it eame to.

WHERE'S THE TRICK ?

“The National Era chorged us with perpe-
trating a ‘trick’ upon the public, when we na-
serted that there had been a cancus of the Abeli-
tion Members of the House to consult about an
attack on the Fugirive law. We denied the ‘soft
impeachment,! nnﬁl promised, if the members would
deny the statement, we wonld make the amends
hanorable for our mistake. We have not received
a word to eontradict it. The Nutwnal Ern ve-
appeared yosterday, bot not & word on the subject
was in s colamns. We take it for granted, then,
that we were right in our statements, and we
might have hoped, from the mna ity even of
an Abolition paper, that it would have withdrawn
its charge.”— Washingron Union.

We heg pardon of the Union for having over-
looked the matter it refers to. As it feels ng-
grieved by our imputation, and seems to be fully
persuaded of the truth of ita statement, we shall
withdraw it, it belog quite unnec-esary to mingle
personalities with cur political differences.

Now, a8 to the statement of the Uwion that
there was a Free Soil Caucus, we repeat, it is an
entire mistake. We denied it befure, on the au-
thority of a written declaration of a leading Free
Soil Member of the House, which we published
at the time. Since then, we have inguired of Mr,
Preston King, Mr. Wilmot, snd Mr. Giddings,
and they positively assert that mo sach csucus
has been held, to their knowledge.

We can guess at the informstion on which the
Union made its statement ; but if we are not mis-
taken in this reference, its informant is totally in
error. Oune evening, by mere chance, while a
Democratic member of Free So!' principlea was
sitting with Mr. Preston King, Mr. Giddings
and Mr. Allen, who board together, und are
in the habit of walking out with esch other,
made a friendly eall on Mr. King. The conver-
sation paturally turned upon the Fugitive Law
aud other topics of difference between the North
and South; and two of the gentlemen present,
differing on some point of poliey, maintained
their respective views with some earnestness.
This conversation was probably overheard, and
communiosted to the editor of the Ukion, as n
discussion ip & Free Soil Caucus!

If the whole matter were not 0 unimporiant,
the Free Soil members would have no clhjection
to denying over their own names, the statement
of the Union. We deny it, on their authority.

It is reslly too saimportant » thing to talk.
ahout. There is no more harm in a Free Soil

Caucus than in & Democratic, or Whig, or Ta-
riff, or Southern Coucus; and though the Free

Soil members have not yet held any, if they think
it best st any time to hold one, they will undoubt-
edly do it.

| dictation, and has more of the attributes of & real

‘rising in the tribe of Governors, They bave

Tux Wesrern Crrizes.—The Western Citizen

Principle. This is right. If every newspaper in
the country would adopt the same policy, it wonld
be the gainer, It is just s easy for subscribers to
pay ot the beginning as at the end of the year--
and then they eseape the snnoyance of being
dunned, and the publisher the injary of bad debts
How can it be expected that a newspaper with
thousands of little debts of two, three, or five
dollars, scattered all over the country, can collect
them except at n wasteful deduction for commis-
sions, if, indeed, they ean be collected at all?

We hope the Western Citizen will adhere unfal-
teringly to its purpose. We would rather pub-
lish a cash paper with five thousand, than a credit
paper with fifteen thousand subsoribers.  The
Citizen hus an established reputation, as a sound
and an able anti-slavery journal, and we trust its
friends will see to it that its experiment be suc-
cessful, -

Tie New Youx Evesisa Posr announced on
the 10:h of the lust month that it had entered on
its fiftieth year. A more thorough, consistent,
high-toned. able, and sagacions Democratic jour-
nal we have never known. It is always in ad-
vance of its party, mever subgervient to party

reform journal, than any party newspaper with
which we are acquainted. We rarely read it
without instruction, never without pleasure. We
rejoice at the facts stated in the following para-
graph from its anniversary article:

“The circulation of the Evening Post waa uever
as large since its foundation as it is vow, nor was
it ever as large, by two or three thousand, as it
has heen during the past year, Neither has the
net income of our establishment ever beea so
great s during the year which closed on the 15th
inst., except once, some ten or twelve years sinoe,
when we shared in the ndvertising of the General
Government. We mention these ficts with the
more pride and satisfaction, as the entire patron-
nge of the Federal, State, und city Governments
hay been in the hands of our political opponents
for more than two years pist—so that no part of
our recent prosperity can he attributed to mere
portisan interest. This is a feature in the his-
tory of journalism, which should have its effect in
restoring and promoting the independence of the
party press, und establishes nothing more clearly
than that the official rewards of partisanship are
in no respect essential to the success of a party
jewymly if they are not prejudicial to it

THE GOVERNOR OF VIRGININ -GOVERNORS
- “Werenun, ' 1

There seems, of late, to have been gnite an up-

grown fond of notoriety, and appear to think it
their first duty to make o “fuss” generally.
Governor Smith, Governor Towns, Governor
Quitman, are all extraordinary geniuses in this
line. But lo! s greater than all has atarted up
in the shape of Governor Floyd, of Virginia
The following messsge from this Governor is the
most precious sample of gubernatorial wisdom we
have yet seen:
MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR.
Exxcurive Derantaest,
Richmond, Dee. 16, 1850,
To the General Assembly of the State of Virginia :

Gentuemes: [ herewith transmit to you a pre-
amble and resclutions passed by the Convention
of Indiana, assembled to revise the Constitution
of that State, and the report and resolutions of n
like Convention of the State of Maryland. The
spirit in which they are conceived must be re.
garded as a favorable omen, and they excite the
hope that the feslings of bitterness and dissension
which pervade the Confederacy may yet pass
harmlessly away. There are, indeed, portentous
manifestations of deep discontent at the South;
and these have heen beightened and inflamed by
the course recently pursued in Vermont, The
LogisTuture of that State has virtually, by statute,
annulled the law of Congress for the recapture
of fugitive slaves, which alone induced the South-
ern States to acquiesce in the late Compromise
mengures, Vermont hns thus inflicted upon the
whale Sonth at onee an injury and an insalt. To |
neither onn we with hounor, or self-respect, submit.

There must be a distinet, immediate, and final
settlement of the question of slavery between the
slaveholding and the non-slaveholding States. If
the present agitation is continued, the Union will
inevitahly be destroyed. If this element of dis-
vord be removed, no eause of fend remains to
jeopard the permanence of our Confederation. No
honorahle means should be left untried to restore
and perpetunte trapgnillity,  For this we ghonld
exhaust every mensure of conciliation and for-
henrance. We ean seircely pay too much for the
restoration of that fraternal harmony which is the
life-blood of cur federate organization, and which
alone esn for any lepgth of time preserve the
Union. In discharge of the duty which the South
owes to herself and her citizens, she must main-
tain, at all hazards, and at any cost, her honor
her equality, her independence, and her essential
rights. In proof of her devotion to the Union,
she must be prepared to sacrifice all else to her
sepse of patriotism.

The late action of Vermont demands anm in-
atant settlement of the issue which has so long
distracted the country. The recent action of ln-
diann secms to indicite that the time is propitious
for its amicable decision.  For the restoration of
complete nnd effectual harmony, | would sugg it
a measure in which the patriots of all sections,
and all who reverence and are willing to abide by
the Constitution, may codperite

I would recommend the adoption by the Legis-
inture of resolutions inviting al tife States of the
Union to unite in sending delegates to represent
the whole peaple in a general Convention, which
ought to mssemble at an early period—not later
than MAy—st Baltimore, or some other conven-
ient centrnl point, far the purpose of bringing to
an end all sectional conmtroversies relative to
slavery. To secure that end, the principles which
should govern the aotion of the Convention onght
to be aunounced in the resolutions by which it is
ealled,  All should be invited to unite in this
movement who are in favor of the perpetuation
of the Union, smd who, to attain this result, are
in favor of the fugitive slave bill, honestly and
cordially enforced—who ure opposed to its repeal
or essential modifigation, nnd who are adverse to
any further agitation of the slavery question, ei-
ther in C or in the States. ith this the
South will content—Iless than this can only
eventuate in the dissolution of the Union. Such
action of such & Convention, if successful and fully
sustnined by the non-slaveholding States, would
satisfy and quiet the South; if unsncosssful, it
would prove that the friends of order nnd the
Union are impotent to control the fanatical pas-
sions which are now urging en a speedy digsolu-
tion. It is a measure which addresses iteelf to no
partionlar party, and refers to no politieal organi.
gation, but sxks the cordisl sup of every true
patriot in all sections of our widely-extended Re-
public,and whioh alone seems adequate to redress
or avert tho terrible evile under which the country
‘wow ubors, o7 of which i e vusive
~ To render thia mexsure effectunl, and to relieve
the deliberations of the convention from the
trammels by which it might otherwise be embar-
rassed, [ would further recommend that such res-
olutivns be acoompanied with the sincere and
earnest appeal of the State of Virgluin, spe king
throngh her Legislature to her sister States of the
South, entreating them to postpone any extreme
wotion in relation to present difficalties, until the
result of the deliberations of such a convention
:ulwmwa. The :utrlaiiu measures which

e re may adopt might be made depen-
dant for their oonlinnginn .:pnn the ul:hruu
aotion of this convention.

By the adoption of this course, it appears to

the Union might be p ved and perpetunt-
od in fraterpal harmony, or Ehn South ..3?:.1 to
present & united sud unbroken front fo the as-
sanlts of fanatical adversaries. The first must
be the sanguine hope of all lovers of freedom and
their country ; the last must be the sole refuge of
Southern independence, only when all brighter
are r_::ed by this last effort to be fatile
vain. matto of the South must he, as it
hlmhu, Union, if we can—indepeudence, if we

m
1 have the honor to be, very respeotfully, your
obedient servant, i ony I3 l?l’a:!’n.

[The message and accompanying documents
were referred to a select wraﬂ, 'hil:rh the
Speaker will snnounce hereafier. Oa motion of

rM 5 000 extra copies of the message were
i s o printed | e

The Governor shoull at onea apply to the
Commissioner of Patents for this novel inveution
for establishing “Pance and H-i-r-momy” lo
wome of the State Constitutions, Virtue, Tatelli-
genee, and Religion, are deolared to be essential
utbo%.ln:u of » trae Republicanism. Oune
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their Governors, they would soon be bankrupt |
everything. =

CITY ORDINANCE,

An act snpplementary to and amendalory of 4
supplementary to “An 0cl concrraing fp, ." s
groes, mulntioes, aml slaves,™ appros ) \|I,,.
thiety=tirst, elightecn hundred and fw, e : ,:h'

Be it enacted by the Board of Aldvrmy g oot B :
of Comman Council of the city of Woashiners Th
from and after the piseage of this st evory ¢ ”h e
gro or mulatto, whether male or fomyl. 'ﬂ:' st
come within the city of Washingin o, 'h" nay
be manumitted, or be made or deolyrid (o 1y 1
in any other manner or form whats ,l.' o6 froe
city, shall, within five days there.fior supin
the Mayor satisfactory evidence of 'l.'u-.cn-li"-""I o
to freedom, to be recorded by the Register | g
_rje;:ell by the mi:nndrnc!iun of the ne: :,,;:tii
“ An ot concerning free ne at i
slaves,” approved Muy the fm.?ﬂ.* T?PT'»WI
hundred and twenty-seven, and sh.11 ‘,.mg’,' g
bond to the Mayor, Bosrd of Aldermen mhl'
Board of Common ¢ ouncil, of the city of W ","
ington, with one good and sufficient white (.h &
hold surety ; which ssid surety shall before vn o
cuting said bond, exhibit sutisfuctory cvidonee 1o
some police istrate of this Corporation of 1.',{:
saficiency in the premises, and which said hong
ghall also be ?proud by the Mayor, in the P ,;_
alty of fifiy dollars, conditioned for his or her
good and orderly eonduct, and a like bond sud .
uuri_ly for each and every member of Lis or by
family, to be exceated in the same manner. oy
ditioned for the good and orderly conduct of (he
pemn;mme.lbllherein, that he or she does not bo.
come chargeable to or commit any o¥ence nguins
this Corporation, or ngainst the 1)-:\“ Lnf |h:-w|.!:r.t
ted States: Provudrd, Such free negro or mulaito
ohild or ward be batween the azes of twelvs wnd
twenty-one years; but such childeon or wards
shall, upon becoming twelve years of age, be sub-
ject to all the provisions of this act : which bonds
shall be renewed every year on the tenth day of
December, and on the failure ts comply with each
and every pnviaion of this westion, he, ehe, or
they, so failing. shiall forfelt and pey a sum not
exceeding twenty dollars, snd he, she or ther
and also the persons for whom sneh fuilure ghyll
occur, being minors, shall be ordered b y the
Mayor to depart forthwith from the eiiy ; and o
failure to do so shall be committed to the work.
house, and be employed, st the discretion of the
Mayor, until such conditions shall be complicd
;il!lh, m:t exceeding six months in sny one com-

ment.

Seo. 2 And e it enneted, That any free person
or persons of color, who may be imprisoned under
the provisions of this act, may be discharged from
such imprizonment by order of the Mayor, upon
his or her being able to sutisfy the Mayor thu
he or she will, with his or her family and depend
anta, farthllhfa depart from this n:'ly. but if he
or she shall fuil to depart, or departing shall re.
turn to and be found within the same at any tine
#liida . JWE monibs therasfier, Yo orshe whil|
be again committed, as if no such discharze had
taken place: Provided, That nothing in thissec.
tirn shel) ha strupd ae to relpase tho ahill
‘va enifiren vt oTen person Or persons bt color who
may bave been bound out to servitude hy the
Commissioners of the Amsylum uuder existing
laws, until the expiration of their terim of service.

See 3. And be it enacted, That from and after
the passage of this act every free negro or mu.
latto, whether male or female, shall, within five
days after their arrival in this city, and on the
tenth day of December thereafter, annuaily, re.
cord his or her name, and the name or names of
every member of his or her family, on the hooks
of this Corporation, and st the same time pay into
the treasury of said Corporation, for bhimself, her.
gelf, and each and every member of his or her

hnilyn the sum of fifty dollars, upon
which - Wt aof :.lhe sum nfore.
gaid the suthorized und direetel

to grant a permit of to such registered
free negro or mu which shall emtitle him or
her to a residence within said Corporation ; nni
on failure to comply with each and y provis-
ion of this section, he, ghe, or they so shall
forfeit and pay to this Corporation a sam not les
than ten dollars, nor exceeding twenty dollars
and shall be ordered by the Mayor to depart
forthwith from this city ; and failing to depart
therefrom, shall be subject to the conditions snd
penalties prescribed in the first scetion of this
act: Provided, Nothing in this act containsd shyll
be so construed as to apply to or affect the .
dition of any free negro or mulatto who may sme
into the city in the service of any transien: per-
son or member of Congress while in such employ-
ment, or who may have been sent to the city by
his or her employer on temporary business,

Sec. 4. And be it anacted, 1!;:!2 all and every sec-
tion and provision of the act entitled “An net
concerning free negroes, mulattoss, and elaves ™
approved May the thirty-first cightess buwdred
and twenty-seven, and of the net supplementary
thereto, approved Octoher the tweaty-uinth,
eighteen hundred and thirty-six, as well as of any
and all previons or subsequent act or acts relating
to the same subject, and not heretofore repealed
and except such a3 apply to free negroes and mo
lattoes now residing in this city, and having ne
quired rights under said act or note, s far 4% they
confliot with the provisions of this aet, he and the
ssme are hereby repealed.

Siras HL T,
President of the Board of Common Cownel
B. B. Frese,
President of the Bourd of Alilermes

Approved, December 7, 1850,

Warter Lesox, Mayor,

We feel boand to express our strong disappro
bation of this new law of the Corporation. It i
uncalled for. The pretence that Virginia is ahout
to expel her free colored population is false
South Carolina has rejeated an inhuman move
ment of this kind . Virgioia 04 not less elvilizel
than South Carolina, Desiles, the increase of
the free people of eslor here sinoe 1510 is by v
means “alarmiog,” ns some of our misguided citl
zens imagine ; for the per cent. inereuse is much
less than that of the white population,

It is unwise. At this time, when tha guestion
of slavery is 8o wurmly ngitated between North
and South, our City Fathers would have done
well to let legizlation on kindred suhbjects alone
It enn make no friends for the city : it will make
enemies.

It ia wrong in principle. The free colored peo
ple are in the country. No man with braiss
to comprehend an argument, or a heart aliv
with human sympathies, proposes to expel thee

le from onr shores, though there are tho:t
who would hold out inducements to their volun-
tary emigration, While they are in the country,
justice to thew ; justice from one State to another
from one district to another; [lamanity ; the best
intercats of vocicty, demand that they shonld have
entire freedom of locomotion——in other worls, be
left free to pursue happiness and belter (heir son-
dition wherever they please. Sappose the policy
of the Oclinance above gmated be adopted by
every State in the Union—and every State hass
right to ndopt it, if this District hase—then, the
free colored popalation becomes stationiry—-slared
to the seil. Enterprise, the spirit of emigration
the desire of improving their esudition, are extin:
guishel. We condemn the politlesl regulaions
of the Old World, which have attempted to re-
strict the Jewish pecple within certsin Timite
The polféd laws of one country fmpodng fettere
upon freo interconrse with anofher, we provouict
arbitrary and impolitic.  And what eould we €x°
pect of any white population, exmpelled to remsi
stationary forever within a limiled area, with di-
minished mears of subsistence, and no privilege of
emigration 7

Wemust treat human beings as fellow being*—
doing unto them s we would they should do nat0
us. This is justioe, and sound policy heeavse
in justice. While God reigns, Oppression and In-
Jjustice must react against their perpetrators

enens

We are perfectly aware of the undesirabl p
of guch a population as the police regulations :
other States may impose upon us, bt there ""I:
be some other way of remedyiog th® ovil that :
the practice of a similar wrong: FWE FEResee

we entertain the same for tyranaieal
try that we do for

We hold that it is just #
mhmmMmofnuioudnﬂm
colored men, a3 of foreigners.

Besidos these general considerations, & prop'?

other, lutely neceasary element is omitted
from the category—Commen Semse. 1f the people

‘of the South had no more of this artisle ﬂ.m‘




